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Th e  P ro b le m
In 20 21, found  m yse lf asking  – Whe re  a re  the  
wom e n? Whe re  a re  the  wom e n in  the  s tory of 
Austra lia? Whe re  a re  the  wom e n in  the  s tory 
of Canb e rra? 

I ke p t notic ing  in  p ub lic  sp ac e s  tha t  m e n 
we re  ofte n  p osit ione d  as  the  m ain  c harac te rs  
of Austra lian  h is tory. Wom e n had  fre q ue ntly 
b e e n  c as t  as  m inor c harac te rs .

I kne w tha t  the  s torie s  we re  the re . But I on ly 
kne w th is  b e c ause  I had  a  b ac kg round  in  
re se arc h .



Walking  tours  offe r a  uniq ue  op p ortunity to  
share  h is tory in  an  inc lus ive , ac c e ss ib le , and  
non-jud g e m e nta l c ontext.

Th e  So lu t io n  = 
Wa lkin g  To u r s



Re c la im in g  Ca n b e r ra Canb e rra  is  Austra lia 's  
c ap ita l c ity. It  should  b e  
the  one  p lac e  in  Austra lia  
whe re  a ll Austra lians  a re  
re p re se nte d , p o lit ic a lly 
and  c ultura lly.

Ye t, d e sp ite  b e ing  c o-
d e s ig ne d  by a  wom an, it  
was  not a  c ity tha t  was  
m ad e  for wom e n.

Walking  tours  a re  a  way to  
re c la im  the  s tory of 
Canb e rra  and  the  s tory of 
Austra lia .



Ma r io n  
Ma h o ny  
Gr iffin



Ca n b e r ra  wa s  
n o t  a  c it y  t h a t  
m a d e  s p a c e  
fo r  wo m e n  t o  
s h a p e  h is t o r y.



Fa n ny  
Fin c h



St o r ie s  like  Fa n ny 's  
m a ke  p e o p le  fe e l 
c o n n e c t e d  t o  h is t o r y.



The  s torie s  we  te ll ab out ourse lve s  
m atte r. They shap e  our und e rs tand ing  of 
the  p as t , in flue nc e  our p re se nt, and  g uid e  
our fu ture . 

We  want a ll Austra lians , no  m atte r the ir 
rac e , g e nd e r, o r sexuality, to  b e  ab le  to  
se e  the m se lve s  in  Canb e rra 's  land sc ap e , 
in  Austra lian  h is tory, and  the  s tory of our 
na tion .

Th e  s t o r ie s  
we  t e ll m a t t e r



Bo o k a  t o u r  & le a rn  m o re
www.she shap e shis tory.c om .au

Fo llow  u s  o n  In s t a g ra m , Fa c e b o o k & Lin ke d In
@She Shap e sHis tory

Re a c h  o u t
s ita@she shap e shis tory.c om .au

Th a n k yo u !
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